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BY GRAHAM DAVIS 


Temporary 
Resolutions 


t’s a New Year, which means an entire 
population of indecisive trend-followers : 
attempting to meet unrealistic expectations. 
The gyms are full, the produce sections are # 
empty, and the Facebook feeds are covered 
with daily photo diaries that 99% of your ~ a ea 
friends’ list doesn't give a shit about. No need to worry though; remember this 
period of motivational purgatory will be over within a month or two and we can all go 
back to a life of revelry and sloth. 

In the meantime, my resolution was to take a break from barking orders from my watch 
tower and do a little bit of writing on my own. Check out my piece on 2010's best films to 
prepare yourself for Academy Awards season. After a pretty mediocre nine months, there 
were some absolute masterpieces released over the holidays that are well-worth two hours 
of your time. And before I forget, the Screen Actors Guild sent me a reminder to tell you all 
to remember to purchase your movies legally. So, you know, this is me telling you to do that. 

While we are on the subject of being productive, here is our New Years Resolution for all 
of you underclassmen: think about your future now (no, seriously). You've all been there 
before--your teacher takes five minutes before class to allow a recently-graduated guest 
speaker come emphasize the importance of applying for their internship while passing 
out some pamphlets that will inevitable find their way in the waste basket. You've seen 
the bulletin boards in halls wallpapered with opportunities to travel the country and try 
something new and adventurous. You've also seen plenty of graduated friends scratching 
their heads on why they can’t find a job after the five years of beer pong and grade- 
change requests on their path to getting that magical piece of paper. Graduating college 
no longer catapults you into a thriving career; students are now expected to gain valuable 
work experience during their days on campus so they can hit the work force running. 

For all you theatre junkies out there looking for a fix in Long Beach, we may have found 
a solution. Hiding behind unexpected street corners, under faded awnings, or concealed 
in plain sight, the 562 has a remarkable collection of theatre variety. Check page six for the 
full randown on where the hot-spots are located. 

And for those of you who prefer your entertainment sitting back in a computer chair with 
a bowl of Ruffles and a Pepsi, we present to you KassemG. In an era where YouTube is making 
even the mildly creative minds rich (don't believe me? Just search “Please give me one million 
dollars”), KassemG is a genius. He went from being the opening act Friday nights in the Best 
Buy break room to an online sensation, where over 21 million viewers follow his YouTube 
channel to see, among other things, his outrageous interviews with porn stars. Dig was able 
to catch up with KassemG for some Q & A time and put the jokester on the spot for once. 

I must also note that despite every inch of my body telling me that Valentine’s Day 
features in February are dreadfully boring and unoriginal, I seemed to find room for just 
one page. And it’s damn good, thanks to our awesomely blunt and creative student body 
that has some strong feeling about the holiday. 


Help the DIG legend live on! 
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By Kayla Macaulay 


f you are not a soon-to-be graduating senior, this 
spring semester means nothing more than a few 
more units tucked under your belt. Though it 
seems far until you will enter your final dash to 
the graduation line, beware, it comes sooner than 
you think. As a senior, looking back at my four years at CSULB 
I wanted to share the most important decision I made while 
deciding on the classes to take, and that was to get an internship. 

Ihave heard many students dread the sound of those words 
when professors and counselors emphasize them, but I strongly 
adivse you not to roll your eyes or space out during that lecture. 
It was one of the best decisions I have ever made, and it is never 
too late. 

My spring semester of my junior year I got an internship with 
Rogers and Cowan, one of the largest public relations agencies in Los 
Angeles. Whenever people would ask me, “Oh wow! How did you 
get that?” I assure you it really is not as intimidating as it sounds. 

Although the career development center on campus is 
helpful, I took it in my own hands and did a little research. 
Within twenty minutes I was filling up my Safari tabs with 
multiple public relations firms and began to read about 
the company I found the most interesting. Once I found 
Rogers and Cowan, I went to their contact page where 
most companies have the contact information to apply for 
internships. The majority of the time there isn’t a link to 
submit your information, but you can always call to ask if they 
are accepting any interns. For me, all it took was one click and 
an e-mail with my cover letter and resume attached to get an 
interview. 

Trust me, this came as a shock as well, but there are hundreds 
of companies who are searching for college interns, and the 
best part is that you can get class credit. Multiple departments 
provide this course, which you do not have to attend. Instead, you 
are sent out into the working world to help yourself figure out 
what you are going to do with that diploma once President King 
Alexander sends you on your merry way. 

So what's so great about an internship? You have an 
opportunity to intern for almost any type of company or career 
you are interested in. It is important not to select to be an intern 
for a fashion company when your major is biology--even though 
science majors may seem broad going that far out of your 
concentration wouldn't be beneficial down the line. 

Internships give you a tremendous opportunity to gain experience, 
even if dressing-up, commuting and showing up on time are the first 


challenges; take it as a new step toward that "big kid” job. 

In addition to that experience, you'll learn to interact with 
people outside of your home and school, take on tasks that will 
benefit the company’s outcome, learn about the field, learn what 
you don’t like about the field and most importantly figure out if 
this is something you could see yourself doing for the rest of your 
life. If not, try another internship. 

Ihave had two, and I have figured out the general path I 
want to take once I leave the Beach. I will leave behind some GE 
courses that taught me about the climate and our government, 
along with some core classes that I know will feed into my career 
in public relations, but nothing will top what I learned while 
working as an intern. 

So what's the catch? Well, there have been known to be 
internships that do not give their interns as much of the 
weight. Although this sounds like a good thing, sitting behind a 
computer doing research, running errands and licking envelopes 
is not exactly what I would classify as experience. 

Beggers can't be choosers in the intern field, but also I think it 
is important to keep in mind that even if you do find yourself in 
that position you are still getting to learn from the people around 
you and the tasks that go into running a company, no matter 
how small it may be. 

Another burden many students find is that more often than 
not the internships are unpaid. As struggling students we 
are already battling against those tuition fees, book costs and 
parking permits that seem to be burning a hole right through 
our wallets. If this is an issue for you, there is still opportunity 
waiting--you just have to delve deeper into your research to find 
one that will accommodate your needs and give you the practice 
you desire. 

Aside from these, do not be afraid to put your mouse out there 
and do some research on your own. Look around and see what 
might be the perfect fit for you, because you never know if an 
internship could turn into a job offering in the end. 

Once you've concluded your search, I want you to keep a 
couple of things in mind: set tangible goals (not expectations) 
for what you want to learn, keep an optimistic and positive 
attitude, don't be afraid to ask questions, take all opportunities 
to learn more or gain experience, network and communicate 
with your supervisor or co-workers, and most importantly 
remember that every effort you put into your internship will 
help you in the future. 

Next time you hear a professor speak up about intemmships try 
not to roll your eyes, and instead tune into what they're saying. & 
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By Joanne Tucker 


n addition to the manufacturers and coffee shops 
hat fill Long Beach from the west side to Naples, 
when you stop and look at this city on the beach, 
you ll find it is also a city bursting with theater arts. 
There are 11 active theater companies in Long 
B ,€ach with its own unique flavor that sets the stage for 
a plethora of shows year round. From Shakespeare to locally 
written theater, there isn’t much left uncovered with these 
diverse theater companies. 

“Iam completely supportive and elated over the growth 
of Long Beach theater,” said Jann Baiz, a CSULB alumnae and 
executive director of Pacific Shores Hematology-Oncology 
Foundation. 

Baiz, who has lived in Long Beach since 2002 and was at the 
opening of Alive Theatre's “Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are 
Dead” on Nov. 5, attributes some of this expansion in theater 
arts to Cal State Long Beach. “Long Beach State has amazing art 
programs,” she said, adding that theater “will be the spoke of the 
wheel that’s going to bring people to Long Beach.” 

What seems to be a problem for many wishing to support 
and enjoy theater in the city is a problem of information. “I am 
not nearly up on [theater], though I love it when I go,” said Jared 


6 FEBRUARY 2011 | digmagonline.com 


1 eae Mi SNe 
ST Le ye eee 


ENN OSOO RE Ie, 


ng Beach 
nea er Arts © 


Eisenstat, a Long Beach resident for the past 20 years who was 
also at Alive’s opening. He added that because he’s not in the 
world of theater, “It falls off my radar.” 

Several other patrons agreed, saying if they wanted to go toa 
show it was something they really had to search for, and many 
witnessed a Long Beach theater production for the first time 
that night. 

Linnea LaMont has lived in the city for about nine years and 
said this was her first Long Beach play. “I’m wondering why more 
people don’t know about shows,” she said. 

While there are websites, such as LimelightLB.com and 
Visitlongbeach.com, no media in the city is comprehensive in its 
theater listings. 

In dedication to theater arts in Long Beach, all 11 companies 
are listed below in alphabetical order. This fall and winter each 
theater company has something to offer the community at all 
price ranges and genres. 


One of the newest Long Beach theater companies, Alive 
Theatre was founded in January 2008 by two CSULB alumni 
Jeremy Aluma and Danielle Dauphinee. 

Many artists and peers of Aluma and Dauphinee, as well as 
already created company The Garage Theatre, helped establish 
Alive and its first production, the Cherry Poppin’ Play Festival. The 


. The 


festival is a collaboration of several directors, short to medium- 
length plays and music ensembles. 

According to Dauphinee, the festival this year saw more 
than double the amount of submissions from writers and was 
renamed the Long Beach Poppin’ Play Festival. 

Alive Theatre frequently chooses shows geared toward ages 
18-35. The company selects plays that are contemporary or, as 
Dauphinee said, “Plays that we can put our own Alive Theatre 
spin on.” 

Since its inception, Alive has only known the economic 
recession climate. “All we've been doing as a company is growing 
in that time,” Dauphinee said. And though the theater doesn't 
currently have a home, Dauphinee said it gives the company the 
ability to bring theater to various communities and engage in 
“guerilla marketing.” 

Find out more information on Alive Theatre and upcoming 
shows at Alivetheatre.org. 


All-AmericaniMelodramakiheatrerand 
Musie Company 


Sensational dramas and movie spoofs describe the plays done 
in this cabaret-styled theater located in Shoreline Village. 

Owner Ken Park, who had a long-time love for melodrama 
theater, opened the All-American Melodrama Theatre and Music 
Company in June 2008, according to his partner and resident 
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actor, Dawn Stahlak. 

“The goal is to be a staple for theater and family fun,” Stahlak 
said, adding that it has been a struggle financially due to the 
economic recession. 

Despite any money troubles, “With each show the audience is 
growing, and we're finally on a steady incline of customers,” said 
Stahlak, who called Long Beach “a sleeping giant” in regards to 
Long Beach theater. 

The company’s resident performers sketch up acts for some 
improvisational comedy on the first and third Saturdays of every 
month. The improv shows, which start at 10 p.m. for $10, are for 
adults only. 

The casual setting of this theatre makes it a great venue for 
families or as a comedic date night. The theater offers a wide- 
range of concessions and beer for cheap. 

Located at 429 Shoreline Village Dr., the theater company’s 
listings and future show information can be found online at 
Allamericanmelodrama.com or call 562-495-5900. 


CANOE Ns Oentony Comyoemhy 

The California Repertory Company is an educational theatre 
company comprised of CSULB graduate students, faculty and 
staff, and was established in 1989. 

Ten years later the company, with the help of several 
partnerships and the Long Beach community, established 
themselves into a 99-seat theater where it won several awards # 
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as a small repertory theater, according to its website. 

Cal Rep has moved several times since because of its 
attachment to CSULB and the university's building requirements 
the company must follow. The theater group recently found a 
stage at the Royal Theatre on the Queen Mary. 

This often-provocative theater company performs works of 
modern controversies while still respecting traditional theater. 

The company returns in the spring with “Hyacinth Macaw,” 
which its website describes: “The nuclear family is disintegrating; 
identity is uncertain; even the moon is dying. [Mac] Wellman’s 
language is his plaything. America is adrift.” The play shows from 
Feb. 18 to March 12. 

Cal Rep offers group-ticketing prices, CSULB discounts 
and other ticket packages. For more information visit 
Calrep.org or call the box office at 562-985-5526. 


Tino Foumel Tneaire 


Since 1974, The Found Theatre has offered the community 
reasonably priced productions for all age ranges. 

The company does all original material within the 
company, according to The Found Theatre Executive 
Director Virginia DeMoss, who has been with the theater 
group for 34 years. 

“We like to be able to jump on something that’s topical,” 
DeMoss said, adding that while the plays are frequently 
comical they also have some type of message. 

According to DeMoss, the company did feel the economic 
recession, but like the other groups it managed to keep a life 
of normalcy. 

“We always kind of maintain a really shoestring budget 
so we always manage to survive,” said DeMoss, who added 
that she is glad to see the growing theater activity in Long 
Beach. “People do have a really wide choice of theater to go 
to,” she said. 

Ticket prices for any shows range between $10-15. For 
more information on the theater, which is located at 
599 Long Beach Blvd. go to Foundtheatre.org or call 562- 


433-3363. 


The Garage Theatre 

Founded by four CSULB students, The Garage Theatre had 
its first show in 2001, but started officially the year before. 
Three of its founding members remain: Jamie Sweet, Matt 
Anderson and Eric Hamme. 

The Garage Theatre found a permanent stage in 2005 at 
251 E. 7th St. “We've gotten an incredible amount of support 
from the city and primarily the community,” said Hamme, 
Garage managing director. 

According to Hamme, the CSULB alumni started 
The Garage Theatre because it seemed there were 
graduating students interested in theater who didn't 
want to go to Los Angeles, and no other companies were 
doing theater they aspired to create. 

Hamme said he’s excited to see new companies put 
up sets. “The nice thing is we're all starting to work 
together,” he said, adding that in light of the economic 
recession, “Usually arts are first to suffer from that 
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climate, but we have actually grown.” 

Garage hasn't yet scheduled its 2011 season, but more 
information on the company can be found at Thegaragetheatre. 
org or call the info desk at 562-433-8337. 


hikeametional Gity iheetira 


Celebrating its 25th anniversary this year, the International 
City Theatre is the Long Beach city council's officially designated 
resident theatre company for Long Beach. 

The nonprofit company has been awarded an extensive 
amount of awards since its inception and is considered a 


major regional theatre in the U.S. reaching around 75,000 
audience members annually, according to ICT’s website. 
Performances at the Long Beach Performing Arts Center, 
located at 300 E. Ocean Blvd., range from educational events to 
musicals and dramas. 

Taking the audience through a range of musical styles, from 
vaudeville to opera, ICT’s next performance “Love Repeating” 
is a story about loving life and is the West Coast premiere. The 
musical about loving love runs from Jan. 18-Feb. 13. 

The rest of the 2011 season can be seen at Ictlongbeach.org. 


Long Beach Community Collage Tineaira 
Currently showing “Wild Oats” until Nov. 14 at the LBCC Studio 


Theatre, which is located on the campus at 4901 E. Carson St., 
LBCC offers associate’s degrees in theater. 
“Wild Oats,” written by John McClure as a restoration comedy 


of the original play by John O'Keeffe about the days of the Wild 
West, costs $15 with available discounts for seniors and LBCC 
students, staff and faculty. 


Playhouse 


Long Beach Playhouse marks the oldest theater company 
alive today. Established in 1929, this theater has two stages, 
performance workshops and an art gallery. 

Located at 5021 E. Anaheim St, Long Beach Playhouse produces 16 
plays annually, gathers about 34,000 people a year and “cuts across 
age, gender, ethnic and cultural boundaries,” according to its website. 

Currently running is “The Lieutenant of Inishmore,” a dark 
comedy set in Ireland about a teenager and his neighbor's dead 
cat. The show runs from Jan. 7-Feb. 12. 

The full 2011 season can be found online at Lbplayhouse.org or 
call 562-494-1014. 


FongiBeachishakespearelcompany, 

Coming to the theatre on Feb. 18 is Othello, the thrilling and 
emotional Shakespearean story featuring the noble Othello, the 
innocen Desdemona, the dashing Cassio and the outspoken Emilia. 
Written by Helen Borgers, Othello will be running in the Richard 
Goad Theatre at 4250 Atlantic Ave. 

The Long Beach Shakespeare Company could not be reached 
for further information, but more details can be found at 
Lbshakespeare.org/ 


(usiical ihheatto West 


Originally called the Whittier Civic Light Opera and established 
in Whittier in 1952, Musical Theatre West performs well-known 
and even premieres musicals of all types. According to the 
nonprofit company’s website, since 1999 Musical Theatre West 
has called Long Beach home. 

“Musical Theatre West is dedicated to preserving musical 
theatre as a unique American art form and enriching the 
cultural life of Southern California through the presentation 
of established musicals, the development of new works and 
the expansion of our Youth Cultural Enrichment Program,” the 
website states. 

Opening the curtains to 2011 from Feb. 11-27 is the play “Cats,” 
the 1981 Tony Award winner for best musical. Ticket prices start 
at $30. 

For more information on the youth program, tickets and the 
rest of the 2011 season visit Musical.org/ or call the box office at 


562-856-1999. 


Players 

CSULB ranks as one of the most prominent theater 
programs in the nation and is a nationally accredited program, 
according to the theatre department’s website. The University 
Players, which consists of students in the program, offers six 
productions every school year in addition to weekly workshop 
shows put on by students. 

In the spring, an adaptation of a Shakespeare play “Two Gents 
Redux” is a modern version of the play about the foolishness 
of love. The play runs March 4-12. Tickets for shows with the 
University Players typically are $15 and $12 for CSULB students 
and seniors. 

More information on the department and the rest of the shows 
for the 2010-2011 season can be found online at Csulb.edu/depts/ 
theatre/ or call the box office at 562-985-5526. & 
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by Brittany Woolsey 


ith YouTube's growing popularity, 
more and more comedians are gelling 
exposure. Kassem G is one of them. 

The Jordan-native funnyman has 
more than 17 million views on his main 
channel! (YouTube.com/KassemG), with 
segments suchi as “California On" and “Going Deep,” in which 
he interviews porn stars. His chatacters may be nude, but in real 
life, Kasseris a humble guy who enjoys “making a few people 
chuckle.” 


5 MIG: The tables have turned, you are ow the 
interviewee. How does it feel to be on the other side of the 
microphone for once? 


KASSEM: it’s good to listen to other people and not sit 
there and make fun of therm. If you know anything about me, 
| love to hear people talk, but for whatever reason it’s hard 
for that stuff to come across in my videos This is a nice and 
welcome change of pace 


3 MES. You moved to the United States from Jordan when 
you were two-years-old. Do you still practice your culture here? 


KASSEM: My parents weren't really practicing Muslims 
lo start with, so religion was never a big thing for myself.1t 
allows me to stand in the middle when I'm interviewing people 
and the topic of religion comes up. 1 don’t feel like | have to 
take a sitie or anything like that. At the same time, 1 feel like if} 
were to grow up under more religious 
circumstances, that’s.a whole other 
angle of cormedy that can come from 
there. | grew up speaking English. | 
lived in Saudi Arabia for a time and 
moved to FLoripa when | was four 
At the same time, I'm not ashamed 
of my background I’m very proud of 
my Middle Eastern background and 
would love to go back and visit and 
see family that | haven't seen. 


OMG: Save you been back sirice you moved here? 


KASSEM: No, | haven't. I've been here in the United States 
and it’s tough because when you go back, it’s not a week or 
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two vacation. You have to go back for a while because there's 
so many larly members that you need Lo visit To really do it 
justice, you should spend a monthor so there. | definitely will 
go back, ! just don’t know when exactly. 


3 MGS: What made you decide to pursue comedy? 


KASSEM: | always grew up as being a clown and smart 
ass. During school, it just seerned to be more of a problem than 
anything else. 1 felt like when J decided to do stand-up, | felt like 
| was made to do that and pursue that sort of living. | always 
thought I'd fall into some sort of comedy or entertainment. |'m 
hot saying don't go ta school, just do what makes you happy. | 
worked retail for 10 years and hated almost every second of it. 
The second | got ta.do 
what ! wanted to do 
for a living was great. 
It’s not something that 
everytlung gets to do 
and it shouldn't be 
taken for granted. It’s 
great to think that I'm 
making a few people 
laugh every time | post 
a video. 


DIG? Vo. ve 
opened for comedy 
heavyweights, such 
as Dane Cook. How 
does it feel to share the 
stage with big-name 
comedians? 


KASSEM: it was | 
cool. | was only doing 
stand-up for a couple 
of years by that point 
and an opportunity 
came up where | got 
to open for him at 
the Laugh Factory 
and it was sold out, 
The set went well 
thank God. | got a 
standing ovation and 
it was really nice. That opened some other doors for me 


oo 
f 
Dane Cook i 


too, 1 was definitely nervous because|/DANE Coox! was, at 
the time, one of the biggest comedians around. 


> DW! You've relerred to yourself as an untinny comedian, 
is there a certain teason why you describe yourself this way? 


KASSEM: |'m super self-deprecating To me, there isa 
sortof humbleness that I like about that kind of comedy ane 
lowering peoples expectations. lve always liked that angle. 
Woody Allen is one of my biggest influences and | feel like [that 
type of comedy] works for me. 


65 MME: What made you decide to start a YouTube channel? 


KASSEM: | was working at Best Buy at the time and doing 
comedy part-time on the Weekends, A friend of mine named 
Cory Williams came in looking for a job and he had a video that 
just went viral called 'The Mean Killy Song. Lhad no idea people 
could make money on YouTube, let alone become original 
content creators. | thought it was just a place with weird, stupid 
videos of people falling on their faces, 1 realized thal there was a 
whole cammunity of people making videos and engaging with 
their audience, which [really liked =~ 


> MG: Do you think getting paid affects the way viewers 
see you since they ll Know it’s your job? 


KASSEM: | feel like there is noreason why you should 
not tell people things or ile. If that’s the case, then you re 
not being truly honest with your fan base | feel like when 
people ask if] make money on the internet and! say, Yeah, 
that’s it. At this point, with all the press that's been around it, 
Tthink people are realizing thal theres a lol of money to be 
made online. I've never been someone who pretends |'m this 
person that fm nol, fm nat going lo say how much | make, 
but this is what ! do and it’s my full-time gig, 


> MNES: How dev you deal with the negative atiiludes 
hob your videos? 


KASSEM: Thats never really bothered me, lwas 
told a long time ago that you'll never have everyone Jove 
everything you do all the time. You're always going to have 
haters, You can't worry about trying to please everyone, You 
just have to do whal you think ts furiny. A lot of Limes, Urn 
playing a character, sol don’t get too much of that A lot of 
people realize that it’s just a persona and | don'| really feel 
that way about some 2 the ape that 1 ey, 


pcs What er you to begin the ‘California On’ series? 


KASSEM: lalways liked Ute man on Lhe streel format 
| ralled a friend of mine, Philip DeFranco, who has 4 channel 
an Youlube, and pitched the idea to lim. | did it and instantly 
it Was received pretty well. People kept asking for more. 


6 NG: Wisi made you decide the Going Deep series? 


Lieally wanted to try something different 
and morte formal.] wanted to play a chatacter that was just totally 


outrageous and rude. | thought It would be furiny todo ar‘inside 
the Actors’ Studio’ kind of show but with porn stars. They're such a 
unique group of people that have such a different view of thitgs.in 


general. As awkward as it looks in those videos, when We're filming — 


it. it's much more awkward, ! don't talk to them or prep Lhem betore 
aboul how the interview is golig logo | like lo keep ilas awkward 
as possible. | like doing those more than ‘California Ou. but they re 
hard to keep doing because it’s more of a process Lo set-up, shoal 
and edit. I'm pretty happy with them 


6 DME: Currently, your main YouTube channel has over ty 
million views total and over 1,000,000 subscribers. Did you ever 
think this si agile when you sfaried YouTube? 


* 


HOLLYWOOD 


KASSEM: Not that anyone is counting but the channe) ebie. : 
has 17 million views but the total upload views afe over 120 peas F 


[think thal puts me at fifteenth or sixteenth most subscribed tiser 
The goal for me was just to find an outlet for my sketch comedy 
bul it slowly evolved and 1 became more immersed into the 


appreciate what you do. It keeps you motivated. 


. 
ee. 

community. {t's really nice and it makes you feel like some people | | 
‘ 


6 ONES: What is your ulbimate goal from all af this? 


KASSEM3 | studied acting and | ve always been super 
interested in it Ultimately, | would love to just make nrovies 
and internet videos. | feel like everything is going toward tha 
internet and ! wowdrt change anything for it | want to try 


lo gel so far ahead and | don'L want|Henrxwoop|lo offer me 


a cameo role in a shittymovie | would rather make my own 
movie, which will happen, it’s just.a matter of tine: 


6 Dis: What does the future hold for you? 


KASSEM: ‘Going Deep'is coming back, bul {just want i 


ake it as strong as the first season. There will be more ‘Street 
Music’ and a lot of guests that | wouldn't have been necessarily 
been able to meet a year ago. If you're enjoying the videos na 
they're only going to get better and bigger. 


> MNES: \ihat do you have to say to your one million subsenbers™” 


KASSEM:? | don’ know why you guys waleti, but | 
appreciate it. I'm just happy to have made a couple people 
chuckle here and there. Thank you so titel. + 
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An inside look at the best that 
cinema had to offer in 2010 


_ hat a year in movies. Academy Awards 
voters raised in the tradition of grand- 
scale Oscar-winning classics have been 
captivated by a movie about a social 
networking website. Teenage boys 
have piled into mom's minivan to go 
see a movie about a ballerina in her pursuit 
of her dream role (or they may have been 
intrigued by the steamy sex scene between 
two of Hollywood's hottest actresses). 
Hundreds of thousands of action seeking 
Americans sat through an hour and a half | 
of a man stuck in a cave and left the theater | 
blown away. And after all that it could be 
argued that the most profound movie of 
the year centered on an old Brit fixing a 
king’s speech impediment. 

With the Oscars coming up on Feb. 27, | 
Dig decided to give you a brief preview | 
of 2010’s best movies so that you can be 
fully rehearsed as an expert movie snob 
come Academy Awards party season. 

After all, in this day and age it is never 
too late to find a perfectly legal and 
ethical way of obtaining a movie for 
last-minute viewing. 
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Restrepo 

The lone documentary on Dig’s must- 
see list, Restrepo is the story of the soldiers 
in the Second Platoon, Battle Company, 
as they fought to keep position in the 
dangerous Korengal Valley in eastern 
Afghanistan. For two years filmmakers 
Sebastian Junger and Tim Hetherton 
absorbed the heat of battle with only a 
couple of hand-held cameras and open 
minds, and left with a masterpiece that 
humanizes the daily existence of American 


soldiers. 
e: : | Thecombat footage is as vivid as we 
Painfully real and emotionally compelling, + o | have ever seen, but the film doesn’t 
Restrepo offers an intimate look at U.S. ™ | neglect the light-hearted and often 
soldiers during times of both camaraderie § "= te PIzaE ae cule Bel ween the toons 


under times of duress. Without pushing 
a political agenda, Restrepo takes you 
to the heart of the war for 93 minutes 


and catastrophe. 
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only to bring you 
back a place where 
we have the luxury 
of possessing strong 
opinions from a safe 
distance. 
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Network 

Let’s face it, 
Facebook has not 
only revolutionized 
social networking 
and interaction, 
it has become the 
single most relevant 
social component of 
a college student's 
lifestyle. The 
Social Network 
depicts the rapid 
ascension of Harvard 
undergrad student 
turned billionaire 
Mark Zuckerberg 
(Jessee Eisenberg), 
whose computer- 
programming prowess is only exceeded by his proclivity to get 
under other characters’ skin. 

Staying true to the film’s tagline—“You don’t make 500 
million friends without making a few enemies” —Zuckerberg 
was involved in some ugly legal battles that proved to be 
more comedic relief than anything else. Amid a room of 
prosecuters, financial advisors and other prominent suits, 
Zuckerberg was the 
most powerful. He 
knew it, they knew 
it, the guy repairing 
the vending machine 
knew it. Sitting in the 
War room dressed in 
a raggedy sweatshirt, 
jeans and Adidas 
sandals, his sarcasm 
and hubris knew no 
boundaries, raising 
several “Did he 
really just say that?” 
moments. 

The dialogue flows 
naturally and is both 
witty and decisive, and 
the music intertwines 
harmoniously with 
each scene. The Social 
Network balances 
commercial appeal with 
the type of writing and 
cinematography that 
satisfies everybody's 
inner-artist, making it 
the likely front-runner 
for Best Picture. 


In a career-defining performance, Golden Globe Best Actress winner Natalie Portman faces the dark 
challenges of controlling her inner artist in Black Swan. 


Winner of four Golden Globes and 
lauded by esteemed publications 
across the country, The Social 
Network is the likely frontrunner 
for Best Picture later this month. 


Black¢Swan| 


Psychologically stimulating and emotionally enthralling, Black 
Swan takes us through the deepest and darkest alleys in an 
artist’s quest for insurmountable success. This is not a typical 
overcoming obstacles en route to success story, but rather a 
journey down a dark winding road fueled by unbridled ambition 
and obstructed by internal demons. 
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Natalie Portman is incredible as Nina Sayers, 
whose life and mental state perpetually 
revolves around her drive for perfection as 
an elite ballerina in New York City. She is 
ambitious yet uncertain, dazzling yet meek, 
and although her aspirations for greatness 
were evident throughout the entire movie her 
voice seemingly never raises above the softest 
of tones. 

Visually stunning and dangerously sexy, 
Black Swan is a thriller that will leave you 
feeling accomplished, stunned and disturbed. 


Tine King's Saeeeh 

He was the Duke of York in line to be King 
of England, a man expected to empower a nation as the 
inevitability of war grew nearer. He stood tall, handsome 
and powerful before thousands of eager listeners looking 
to be captivated by his first public appearance. But the 
moment his quivering lips neared the microphone and soft 
mumbles echoed through the arena, you feel the uneasiness 
of a nervous mother watching her daughter play in her first 
piano recital. 

The King’s Speech is the story of King George VI 
(Collin Firth), who was plagued by a debilitating speech 
impediment in a time where modern radio required 
monarchs to be eloquent and emphatic in their voice. 
Helena Bonham Carter plays the role of his determined 
wife, Queen Elizabeth, who seeks out an unorthodox speech 
therapist (Geoffrey Rush) whose bizarre but savvy approach 
helps the king find his voice and forms an everlasting bond 
between teacher and student. 

The King’s Speech is historical yet relevant, tense yet amusing, 
and it brings us back to any time of our lives where we have had 
to overcome our fears and shortcomings. 


Armed with a half-pint 
___ of water, the clothes on 
his back and whimsical 


resilience, James 


~ takes on 127 Hours 
' trapped between a rock 


and a hard place. 
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With a Golden Globe 
for Best Actor already 
under his belt, The 
King’s Speech’s Colin 
Firth could well be on 
his way to an Academy 
Award later this month. 


When a person is thrown into a grave situation, there is 
no telling what reaction the fear of death will elicit. It’s 
safe to say that the majority of humans would take the Saw 
approach, where frenzy and panic supercede clear thinking 
and courage. But there are a select few out there whose 
willingness to live knows no boundaries, and mountain 
climbing enthusiast Aron Ralston (James Franco) is one of 
them. 127 Hours tells his remarkable story of being caught 
between a rock and a hard place. 

Incredible music, brilliant cinematography anda 
stunning backdrop compensates for the simplicity of the 
plot and a set made up almost entirely of a claustrophobic 
cave. Franco’s portrayal of Ralston is mesmerizing to the 
point that you forget you are actually watching a movie, 
and his continuous conversations with himself were good 
for more than a few laughs. 

127 Hours is neither dark nor discouraging, but rather a 
powerful reminder that life is worth sacrificing anything for and 
that there are people out there who live it as such. 


Thue Git 


Just when it seemed as if the classic American 
Western was dead, the Coen Brothers came in 
and gave it revival. Best served with a double 
of scotch in your left hand, True Grit embraces 
| the characteristics of the classic Western in an 
| era of cinema that has seemingly moved on to 
| explosions and car chases. 

The premise is simple—young stubborn girl loses 
her father at the hands of an evil criminal and seeks 
revenge with the help of a tough U.S. Marshall—but 
the writing is both haunting and hilarious, and the 
# stellar cast is arguably the most well-rounded of 
| 2010. Jeff Bridges is both a ruthless assassin and 
lackadaisical drunk as Rooster Cogburn, and 14-year- 
old Hallie Steinfeld tured in an awe-inspiring 
| performance in her first big theatrical role as Mattie 
Ross, an unexpected leader and young outspoken 
| female in an era of male dominance. 
Traditionalists will say that we didn't need a 
| remake of the 1969 classic, but the Coen Brother's 
make a compelling case as to why 2010's True Grit 
| is amust-see. & 
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By Niki Valencia 


s heart shaped candies, long-stemmed roses, 
boxes of chocolates and stuffed teddy bears 
began to fill the aisles of grocery stores right 
after New Years, it became all too clear of the 
upcoming festivities — Valentine's Day. 

It’s that time of year again for young 
Romeo's and Juliet’s wishing to express their endless love and for 
singles to be reminded that they don’t have a significant other. 
“Tll be chilling, I’m single. I feel like the day is crap. Why should 
there be one day a year to say ‘I love you’? Why not do something 
cool on April 3rd?” said Dominick Gabor. 

A candlelit dinner and soft romantic tunes will not be on the 
agenda for junior Brad Reynolds either. “I plan to hang out with 
my friend Jordan, doing ninja training. I feel free now that I don't 
have a girlfriend for the first time in 3 years.” 

For some, the holiday is a justifiable reason to satisfy their 
sweet tooth’s cravings for mouthwatering pleasures. “I don't have 
a boyfriend, but the holiday is a good excuse to eat chocolate,” 
said Natalia Colindres, 22-year-old interior design major. For 
freshmen Moji Mayekodunmi, Valentine's Day will be filled with 
her preferred choice of chocolate: Reese’s peanut butter cups. 

We all remember as children when Valentine’s Day used to be 
about the joy of receiving a colorful 3x3 cardboard Valentine with 
cheap graphics and cliché expressions like “Be Mine”. However, as 
we have grown older, the day has evolved to be another excuse 


Valentine’s Day, 


is in the air? 


. — “ @ 
to let loose and enjoy independence. “I'll probably be getting 
together with my friends to get my drink on,” said Jasmine Love. 

Packing up party attire and getting out of town seems to 
be another way to celebrate the occasion. “I requested the day 
off of work, I might be going to Vegas,” said Lorraine Rowan. “I 
like Valentine’s Day but without a boyfriend, I just want to do 
something crazy.” 

While single students will be making their own adventurous 
plans, girls in relationships are anxiously waiting to find 
out what their boyfriends have in store for them. “I hope my 
boyfriend surprises me, I expect something different,” said 
Evelyn Saldana. 

Most men on the other hand are looking to keep things simple. 
“I'm taking my girlfriend to the beach to watch the sunset and 
we'll probably go to dinner afterwards,” said freshman Ryan Hoyle. 

As the holiday itself brings romance and unforgettable moments 
for couples, it is known to be a day full of expectations. “I just got 
back with my girlfriend so I feel like I have to make it special for her,” 
said Jordan Tsai. “It’s not a bad thing, but Valentine’s Day is the one 
day where you feel obligated to do something.” 

Many agree that Valentine’s Day is just another regular day 
to spend with loved ones or friends. Either way, there are many 
ways to spend the infamous holiday that is known to overcrowd 
restaurants and boost sugar intake. Whether it is spent partying, 
going out to dinner, or professing your true thoughts about the 
holiday on banvalentinesday.com, just remember that the day 
can mean anything you want it to. A 


>> Your guide to concerts, on campus events and local happenings. 
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“Marcy Playground JulietaVenegas@ Marina andthe ©‘ Women’s 
. ‘ - @The Whisky 7 HOB Anaheim, 7 Diamonds @ The Basketball vs. 
The Apples in Stereo P-M., $15 p.m., $40 Music Box 8p.m., Seattle University 
with Fol Chen @ $15 @ Walter Pyramid, 
Echoplex, $1 3/8 p.m. 7 p.m. 
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BellaNovela@  PlainWhiteT’s@  JosephArthur@ = Women’s Tennis vs. Far East Movement pig goi & Cee-Lo 
Alex’s Bar 6 p.m., HOB Anaheim 7 Bootleg Theatre9 Hawaii@CSULB  @CafeSevilla9 © Ciyb Nokia 7:30 
$15 p.m., $15 p.m., $10-$12 courts, 2p.m. p.m., $15 p.m., $39-$71.50 
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Men’s Golf vs. eyes = Women’s Golf @ Men’s Basketball Men’s Basketball _Dirtbags vs. Cal 
Batile at the Beach e The Gold Rush, all vs.UC Riverside vs. UC Riverside State Fullerton @ 
@ Newport Coast, Wants i day @ Walter Pyramid, @ Walter Pyramid, Blair Field, 6:30 
all day lor Gant | 7:05 p.m. p.m. 


21 gs 24 25 


: Tony Lucca @ Versus@Echo Linkin Park @ Men’s Basketball —_ Dirtbags vs. 
Dirtbags vs. Loyola saint Rocke 5p.M., g.309.m.,$15 Staples Center —_—_ys. Cal Poly @ Arizona @ Blair 


Marymount @ Biair $15 


Field, 6:30 p.m. 8 p.m., $42.50- Walter Pyramid, Field, 6:30 p.m. 


$72.50 7:05 p.m. 
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Dirtbags vs. Red Cortez @ 
Arizona @ Blair The Satellite 8 
Field, 1 p.m. p.m., $15 


Wayward Sons 
@ Saint Rocke 
6 p.m., $15 


12 


Snoop Dogg @ The 
Fox Theatre 7 p.m., 
$30-$75 


19 
Men’s Basketball 
BracketBuster @ 
Walter Pyramid, 
time TBA 


26 
Men’s Basketball 
vs. UC Santa 
Barbara @Walter 
Pyramid, 4:05 p.m. 


